THE ORDER FOR EVENSONG

FOR
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

“"CANTATE SUNDAY”

May 3, 2026
(Year 2)



According to pp. 20-24 the Book of Common Prayer (BCP)
and the Use of the Anglican Catholic Church of Canada (ACCC)
(together with traditional devotions and ceremonial directions)
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THE VERSICLES & RESPONSES (pp. 20-21):

Minister. ¥ O Lord, open thou our lips;

People. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Minister. ¥ O God, make speed to save us;

People. O Lord, make haste to help us.

HERE, ALL STAND:

Minister. GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
People. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.

Minister. Praise ye the Lord;

People. The Lord’s Name be praised.

HERE, ALL SIT:

THE PSALM OF THE DAY [Psalm 136. (Confitemini.) pp. 498-499]:

Minister. 1 O GIVE thanks unto the LORD, for he is gracious: /

ALL. for his mercy endureth for ever.

2 O give thanks unto the God of all gods: / for his mercy endureth for ever.
3 O thank the Lord of all lords: / for his mercy endureth for ever.

4 WHO only doeth great wonders: / for his mercy endureth for ever.

5 Who by his excellent wisdom made the heavens: / for his mercy endureth for ever.
6 Who laid out the earth above the waters: / for his mercy endureth for ever.
7 Who hath made great lights: / for his mercy endureth for ever;

8 The sun to rule the day: / for his mercy endureth for ever;

9 The moon and the stars to govern the night: / for his mercy endureth for ever.
10 WHO smote Egypt in their first-born: / for his mercy endureth for ever;
11 And brought out Israel from among them: / for his mercy endureth for ever;
12 With a mighty hand and stretched out arm: / for his mercy endureth for ever.

13 Who divided the Red Sea in sunder: / for his mercy endureth for ever;
14 And made Israel to go through the midst of it: / for his mercy endureth for ever.

15 But as for Pharaoh and his host, he overthrew them in the Red Sea:

/ for his mercy endureth for ever.
16 WHO led his people through the wilderness: / for his mercy endureth for ever.

17 Who smote great kings: / for his mercy endureth for ever;

18 Yea, and slew mighty kings: / for his mercy endureth for ever;
19 Sihon king of the Amorites: / for his mercy endureth for ever;

20 And Og the king of Bashan: / for his mercy endureth for ever;
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21 And gave away their land for an heritage: / for his mercy endureth for ever;
22 Even an heritage unto Israel his servant: / for his mercy endureth for ever.
23 WHO remembered us when we were in trouble: / for his mercy endureth for ever;
24 And hath delivered us from our enemies: / for his mercy endureth for ever.
25 Who giveth food to all flesh: / for his mercy endureth for ever.

26 O give thanks unto the God of heaven: / for his mercy endureth for ever.
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost; As it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON & COMMENTARY (Deuteronomy 10:12-11:1):

Minister. The First Lesson is written in the Book of Deuteronomy,
the tenth chapter, beginning at the twelfth verse.

10 12 And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but
to fear the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him,
to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul, 13and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees that I am
giving you today for your own good?

14To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest
heavens, the earth and everything in it. 15 Yet the LORD set his
affection on your ancestors and loved them, and he chose you, their
descendants, above all the nations —as it is today. ¢ Circumcise your
hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. 7 For the
LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no
bribes. 18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and
loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and
clothing. 1 And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you
yourselves were foreigners in Egypt. 20 Fear the LORD your God and
serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. 21 He is
the one you praise; he is your God, who performed for you those
great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes. 2 Your
ancestors who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and now
the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky.

11 1Love the LORD your God and keep his requirements, his
decrees, his laws and his commands always.

Minister. Here endeth the First Lesson.

Minister. Israel is reminded that God is Lord of heaven and earth;
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nothing is outside of His control. It was only because of His love,
not because they were deserving, that God chose their ancestors to
be His Chosen People and favoured them with material prosperity.
Therefore, Moses declares, they should obey God’s laws; likewise,
so should we, who, as members of the New Covenant, have been
chosen not because of anything we have done, as St. Paul notes in
Romans 9:16, ‘So it depends not upon man’s will or exertion, but
upon God’s mercy.” Therefore, we, like the Israelites before us,
should humbly obey God’s commandments, for upon us, the
spiritual descendants of Abraham, many spiritual blessings have
been bestowed.

HERE, ALL STAND:
MAGNIFICAT (St. Luke 1:46-55; pp. 21-22):

Minister. ¥ MY soul doth magnify the Lord, /

ALL. and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded / the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold, from henceforth / all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me; / and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the
humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath
sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy / hath holpen his servant Israel;

As he promised to our forefathers, / Abraham and his seed for ever.
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost; As it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. Amen.

HERE, ALL SIT:

THE SECOND LESSON & COMMENTARY (Revelation 22):

Minister. The Second Lesson is written in the Revelation of St. John
the Divine, the twenty-second chapter, beginning at the first verse.

22 1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as
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crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the
middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood
the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every
month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
3No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. ¢ They will
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be
no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of
the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for
ever and ever.

¢ The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The
Lord, the God who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his
servants the things that must soon take place.”

7*Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of
the prophecy written in this scroll.”

8], John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had
heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel
who had been showing them to me. ° But he said to me, “Don’t do that!
I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets and
with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” 1 Then he
told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll,
because the time is near. 11 Let the one who does wrong continue to do
wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does
right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.
12“L ook, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to
each person according to what they have done. 131 am the Alpha and
the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.
14“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the
right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.

15 Qutside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually
immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and
practices falsehood.

16“], Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright
Morning Star.”

17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say,
“Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes
take the free gift of the water of life.

18] warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll:

14
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If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to that person the
plagues described in this scroll. 1 And if anyone takes words away
from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any
share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in
this scroll. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming
soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.

Minister. Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Minister. Life in heaven will, in certain ways, be like a return to the
Garden of Eden, in that we will be in God’s presence and the Tree of
Life will be there. This ‘return’ to a life of peace is available to all
nations and all peoples. Yet, life there will be better than Eden, for in
Eden there was day and night, with a heavenly body to govern each.
But in the Eternal City, there is neither day or night, for God’s presence will
give light, both materially and spiritually. This chapter warns us that if we
hope to see the splendour of the New Jerusalem, we must be sanctified
(that is, made holy), for the unworthy have no place there.

HERE, ALL STAND:
NUNC DIMITTIS (St. Luke 2:29-32: p. 22):

Minister. ¥ LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, /
ALL. According to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, / which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, / and to be the glory of thy

people Israel.
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost; As it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. Amen.

HERE, ALL REMAIN STANDING AND FACE THE CROSS:

THE APOSTLES” CREED (p. 22):

Minister. I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty,
ALL. Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The
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third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; ® The Resurrection of
the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

THE LESSER LITANY, LORD’S PRAYER & SUFFRAGES (p. 23):

Minister. The Lord be with you;
People. And with thy spirit.
Minister. Let us pray.

HERE, ALL KNEEL:

Minister. Lord, have mercy upon us.
ALL. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Minister. Lord, have mercy upon us.

Minister. OUR Father who art in heaven,

ALL. Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.

HERE, ONLY THE PRIEST STANDS:
(IF NO PRIEST IS PRESENT, PROCEED TO THE COLLECT OF THE DAY)

Priest. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;

People. And grant us thy salvation.

Priest. O Lord, save the King;

People. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Priest. Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;
People. And make thy chosen people joyful.
Priest. O Lord, save thy people;

People. And bless thine inheritance.

Priest. Give peace in our time, O Lord;

People. And evermore mightily defend us.

Priest. O God, make clean our hearts within us;
People. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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HERE, ALL KNEEL:

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (p. 194):

Minister. O ALMIGHTY God, who alone canst order the unruly wills
and affections of sinful men: Grant unto thy people, that they may
love the thing which thou commandest, and desire that which thou
dost promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of
the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed, where true joys are
to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord. People. Amen.

THE SECOND COLLECT, FOR PEACE (pp. 23-24):

Minister. O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace
which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. People. Amen.

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS (p. 24):

Minister. LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by
thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. People. Amen.

THE TRADITIONAL DISMISSAL:

Minister. O Lord, hear our prayer.

People. And let our cry come unto thee.

Minister. Let us bless the Lord.

People. Thanks be to God.

Minister. ® May the souls of the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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