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THE VERSICLES & RESPONSES (pp. 20-21): 
 

Minister.  O Lord, open thou our lips; 

People. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Minister.  O God, make speed to save us; 

People. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

HERE, ALL STAND: 
 

Minister. GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

People. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
Minister. Praise ye the Lord; 
People. The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 

HERE, ALL SIT: 
 

THE PSALM OF THE DAY [Psalm 91. (Qui habitat.) pp. 448-449]: 
 

Minister. 1 WHOSO dwelleth under the defence of the Most High / 

ALL. shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say unto the LORD, ‘Thou art my refuge and my stronghold; / 
my God in whom I will trust.’ 
3 FOR he shall deliver thee from the snare of the hunter, / and from 
the noisome pestilence. 
4 He shall defend thee under his wings, and thou shalt be safe under 
his feathers; / his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
5 Thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by night, / nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day; 
6 For the pestilence that walketh in darkness, / nor for the sickness 
that destroyeth in the noonday. 
7 A thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten thousand at thy right 
hand; / but it shall not come nigh thee. 
8 Yea, with thine eyes shalt thou behold, / and see the reward of the ungodly. 

9 BECAUSE thou hast said, ‘The LORD is my refuge’, / and hast made 
the Most High thy habitation, 
10 There shall no evil happen unto thee, / neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling. 
11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, / to keep thee in all thy ways. 
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12 They shall bear thee in their hands, / that thou hurt not thy foot 
against a stone. 
13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: / the young lion and the 
dragon shalt thou trample under thy feet. 
14 BECAUSE he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him; 
/ I will set him up, because he hath known my Name. 
15 He shall call upon me, and I will hear him: / yea, I am with him in 
trouble; I will deliver him, and bring him to honour. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him, / and show him my salvation. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost; As it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON & COMMENTARY (Nehemiah 2): 
 

Minister. The First Lesson is written in the Book of Nehemiah, the 
second chapter, beginning at the first verse. 
 

2 1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, 
when wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the 
king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king asked 
me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can 
be nothing but sadness of heart.” 
I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live 
forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my  
ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed 
by fire?” 
4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?” 
Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If it 
pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let 
him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so 
that I can rebuild it.” 
6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How 
long will your journey take, and when will you get back?” It 
pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. 
7 I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the 
governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-
conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, 
keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams 
for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and 



The Mission of Saint Mary Magdalene           The Order for Evensong for Trinity 16 (Year 2) 
October 2, 2022                                                Page 4 of 9 

for the residence I will occupy?” And because the gracious hand of 
my God was on me, the king granted my requests. 9 So I went to the 
governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The 
king had also sent army officers and cavalry with me. 
10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official 
heard about this, they were very much disturbed that someone had 
come to promote the welfare of the Israelites. 
11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out 
during the night with a few others. I had not told anyone what my 
God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were no mounts 
with me except the one I was riding on. 
13 By night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal 
Well and the Dung Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which 
had been broken down, and its gates, which had been destroyed by 
fire. 14 Then I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s 
Pool, but there was not enough room for my mount to get through; 
15 so I went up the valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, I 
turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate. 16 The officials 
did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, because as yet 
I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or 
any others who would be doing the work. 
17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies 
in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us 
rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.” 
18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and 
what the king had said to me. 
They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. 
19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official 
and Geshem the Arab heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed 
us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you rebelling 
against the king?” 
20 I answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us 
success. We his servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you 
have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to it.” 
 

Minister. Here endeth the First Lesson. 
 

Minister.  Nehemiah, a Jewish exile in Susa, is cupbearer to the 
great Persian king Artaxerses.  Using his position for the good of 
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God’s people, Nehemiah asks King Artaxerses for permission to 
return to Jerusalem in order to oversee the rebuilding of the city 
walls and Temple.  King Artaxerses gives Nehemiah both leave 
and authority to carry out the task.  Do we, as Christians, use our 
jobs and positions for the good of God’s people?  Do we use our 
abilities and influence to help, support, and increase the Church? 
 

HERE, ALL STAND: 
 

MAGNIFICAT (St. Luke 1:46-55; pp. 21-22): 
 

Minister.  MY soul doth magnify the Lord, /  

ALL. and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded / the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth / all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me; / and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the 
humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath 
sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy / hath holpen his servant Israel; 
As he promised to our forefathers, / Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost; As it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. Amen. 
 

HERE, ALL SIT: 
 

THE SECOND LESSON & COMMENTARY (1 Corinthians 13): 
 

Minister. The Second Lesson is written in the First Epistle of St. Paul the 
Apostle to the Corinthians, the thirteenth chapter, beginning at the first verse. 
 

13 1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have 
the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do 
not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and 
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give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have 
love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 
not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease;  
where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is  
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears.  
11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of 
childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a 
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest 
of these is love. 
 

Minister. Here endeth the Second Lesson. 
 

Minister.  Do we have great faith?  Do we have great knowledge? 
Do we have the gift of prophecy?  Can we speak in tongues?  All of 
these spiritual gifts are nothing compared to both the greatest and 
universal gift (that is, the one gift that everyone can have ), namely, 
love.  By substituting “I” for the word “love” in verses 4 to 7 we 
can readily see how we measure up.  This is a most sobering 
experience and will give us something very specific to pray for this 
evening, namely the gift of love. 
 

HERE, ALL STAND: 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS (St. Luke 2:29-32; p. 22): 
 

Minister.  LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, / 

ALL. According to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, / which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people; 
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To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, / and to be the glory of thy 
people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost; As it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. Amen. 
 

HERE, ALL REMAIN STANDING AND FACE THE CROSS: 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (p. 22): 
 

Minister. I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty,  

ALL. Maker of heaven and earth: 
     And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The 
third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
     I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins;  The Resurrection of 
the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE LESSER LITANY, LORD’S PRAYER & SUFFRAGES (p. 23): 
 

Minister. The Lord be with you; 

People. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 
 

HERE, ALL KNEEL: 
 

Minister. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
ALL. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Minister. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Minister. OUR Father who art in heaven,  
ALL. Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us;  
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 

HERE, ONLY THE MINISTER STANDS: 
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Minister. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 

People. And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister. O Lord, save the King; 

People. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Minister. Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 

People. And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Minister. O Lord, save thy people; 

People. And bless thine inheritance. 
Minister. Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

People. And evermore mightily defend us. 
Minister. O God, make clean our hearts within us; 

People. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

HERE, ALL KNEEL: 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (pp. 242, 294): 
 

Minister. O LORD, we beseech thee, let thy continual pity cleanse 
and defend thy Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety 
without thy succour, preserve it evermore by thy help and goodness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  People. Amen. 
 

Minister. O EVERLASTING God, who hast ordained and constituted 
the services of Angels and men in a wonderful order: Mercifully 
grant that, as thy holy Angels alway do thee service in heaven, so by 
thy appointment they may succour and defend us on earth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  People. Amen. 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT, FOR PEACE (pp. 23-24): 
 

Minister. O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,  
and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace  
which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy  
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the  
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  People. Amen. 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS (p. 24): 
 

Minister. LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by  
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thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  People. Amen. 
 

THE TRADITIONAL DISMISSAL: 
 

Minister. O Lord, hear our prayer. 

People. And let our cry come unto thee. 
Minister. Let us bless the Lord. 

People. Thanks be to God. 
Minister.  May the souls of the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 


